
“Spirit Led Living”
Galatians 6

A genuine heart of love for others (1-2)
After making the case for the Gospel of grace through faith alone in Jesus, Paul charged the 

Galatian believers to stand firm in the Gospel of grace and to walk by the Spirit as believers and 
followers of Jesus. Paul then turned his attention to the heart of what walking by the Spirit looks like in 
the life of the believer and in the life of the church. For Paul, the issue was simple. If a believer is led 
by the Spirit, the characteristics of the Spirit will be seen in his/her life. Specifically, the Spirit will be 
seen a life that is characterized by living for God’s purpose and God’s glory. The first characteristic of 
Spirit led living that Paul pointed to was related to the believer’s relationship with other believers. Paul 
knew that Spirit led living won’t mean perfect living. Paul knew that there would be and that there was 
sin in the body of Christ in Galatia. But Paul also knew that believers, walking by the Spirit, had an 
obligation to each other. The believers were expected to hold each other accountable and to hold 
each other up. The believers were expected to correct and to restore each other for God’s purpose 
and His glory in their lives. The work of the Spirit produces discipline that isn’t judgmental and 
divisive. The work of the Spirit produces encouragement and support that builds-up and holds-up. In 
knowing all of this, Paul encouraged the believers to display a genuine heart of love for each other 
that comes from the Holy Spirit’s love for them.
1. Take a minute to think about the people that God has connected you to in our faith family. Without 

discussing it, can you think of anyone who is caught in any transgression? Discuss what God’s 
Word means when it says “any transgression?” Without using names, spend time in your group 
praying for conviction and repentance in their lives.

2. What would restoration in a spirit of gentleness look like? Have you ever experienced this or the 
opposite of this in your life?

3. In what ways might someone be tempted when they are involved in helping to restore another 
believer who is in sin?

4. In what ways can we bear the burdens of others? How does your Connect Group do this? In what 
ways could you improve on the way that you bear each other’s burdens? Are there specific things 
that you need to do this week or month to minister to members in your group?

A humble estimation of yourself (3-5)
A key to genuinely loving others with the love of the Spirit in us is having a humble estimation 

of self. Paul knew that it was easy for believers to fall into a trap of self-righteousness, looking at and 
judging the sins of others without examining the sin in one’s own life. Because of this danger and 
because Spirit led living requires surrender and submission to the Holy Spirit in one’s life, Paul 
encouraged and reminded the Galatian believers to make sure that they were examining their own 
lives before and as they examined the lives of others. So often, it’s easy for a believer to boast in 



themselves by comparing themselves to others who have and are making mistakes. While Paul 
pointed to only boasting connected to the true accomplishments in one’s own life, he also pointed to 
the fact that in his own life this examination had led him to only boast in the cross of Jesus Christ (see 
Gal. 6:14). A true examination of our own works — if we are truly led by the Spirit in our lives — only 
points back to the work of God in our lives!
1. How do you go about examining your own work? Why is this so important when it comes to the 

issue of holding each other accountable and even ministering to each other?
2. What does God’s Word mean when it says that we each have to bear our own load? How is this 

different from bearing the burdens of others?
3. Read Gal. 6:14 and discuss its connection with these verses?

Generous giving for the work of God (6-8)
Another important aspect of Spirit led living is connected to the use of financial resources by 

the believer. In Matt. 6:21, Jesus said “for where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.” Paul 
knew that if believers are truly led by the Spirit in their lives, then the priorities of the Spirit would be 
priorities in their lives. Then — like today — our priorities are always seen in our pocket-books. This 
was Paul’s point when he said that God would not be mocked. If we generously give to the flesh and 
the things in this world that we want, then the flesh is all that will be received. Paul told the Galatian 
believers that an important part of being Spirit led in their lives was seeing the Spirit lead them to be 
generous for the work of God. On the other hand, sowing for the Spirit would lead to reaping in the 
Spirit in their lives. Specifically, Paul commanded the believers to support the men that God had 
called and raised up to teach and preach God’s Word to them. In this, Paul challenged the Galatian 
believers to examine this characteristic of Spirit led living in their lives, determining if they were giving 
generously for the work of God.
1. Read Gal 6:6. What did Paul mean when he said share all things? Why is this important to God’s 

work in this world?
2. Read Gal. 6:7-8. Discuss what these verses mean?
3. What are ways that we sow to the flesh?
4. What are ways that we sow to the Spirit?

Generous living for the work of God (9-10)
Finally, Paul points to the fourth characteristic of Spirit led living that he addresses in this 

passage, which was generous living for the work of God. Just as the Spirit’s priorities should lead the 
believer to give for God’s work, the Spirit’s priorities should lead the believer to live for God’s work. 
The implication of Paul’s encouragement to the believers to not give up was that Paul understood that 
the work of the Lord in this world is hard. Paul knew that believers would grow weary because the 
work of ministry is tough. The battle in this work against God’s work is real, and the struggles that will 
come in doing God’s work are difficult. Paul’s encouragement was simple: Don’t give up! Spirit led 
living is living that continues to rely on the victorious power of the Spirit to continue to live faithfully 
and work hard for the Kingdom of God. Paul told the believers to keep on doing it, and in God’s time 
and God’s way, God’s reward would come. While Paul called the believers to do good to everyone, he 
also reminded the believers that their first priority was to the body of Christ. They had to take care of 
each other first so that they could protect and grow the body of Christ for the work of Jesus in this 
world.
1. Have you ever grown weary in serving the Lord? Have you ever wanted to give up in serving the 

Lord? Why does this happen?
2. What opportunity is God presenting you with to do good to everyone?
3. What opportunity is God presenting you with to do good to the household of faith?
4. Pray for spiritual protection and strength in your group. Pray for commitment and persistence in 

your service. Pray for hearts that know and are willing to do the hard-work of ministry in this world.


